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The result of the recent surveys mentioned in #ssage is testament to the fact that underageakédso
desperate to join in on the fun that they will eitdisregard the rule or gain consent from theieipia to use
Facebook. However, does this really mean thatuleeshould be revised? Think about it from the jpecsve
of the creators of Facebook- if they did not havela that prevented young children from usingrtlervices,
the creators of Facebook would potentially becoasy ¢argets of disgruntled parents looking for someeto
blame for their child’s poor behavior, failure to domework, and diminishing eyesight, among a bbst
other complaints. | think Facebook has made a désgsion in having this rule, to place the respuilitsi on
the parents, and defend themselves against uneddedawsuits that could tarnish their reputatidaence, |
believe the current rule need not be changed, aoeld®ok will most likely echo this opinion. (163nds)
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Kids growing up now often know their way aroundamputer before they start school, and by the time
they hit their teens they are ready to explorerittie visual and textual world that Facebook hasfter. The
age of thirteen is just the time when kids develgtrong need to communicate and form lastingdships,
and Facebook, with its ability to share ideas amaiges, would seem to provide an ideal forum fonglthis.

Yet all is not well in paradise. Kids often postisiis comments, and bullying is rife. This happatnschool,
too, but on Facebook the comments are there pentignia black and white, and this seems to have an
intensifying effect. Newspapers frequently repartteenagers committing suicide after being harassed
Facebook. Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s founder aa®,Ghinks the answer is to lower the age restricti
further to enable Facebook to learn what works fartdsafety measures in place. These are fine wbrds,
Facebook’s lack of action up to now does not imspwnfidence. Children need an environment wherg th
can “fail safely” by experimenting with friendships an ordinary social setting, and Facebook hgedfao
provide the equivalent of this environment. | thihle age of Facebook membership should be rais@d un
such time as Facebook comes good on its promjg@®tect young people.
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