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Both the system of studying at a combined junior and senior high school and
of going onto a separate school for the high school years have their advantages. For the
former, the benefit lies in continuity. The students have passed their most formative
years at one school, making close friendships, and it can be difficult for them to leave
many of these friends behind when changing schools. My sister went to a separate
senior high school and was devastated to lose daily contact with her friends. Not only
that, but she had to get used to a new system and a new set of teachers just when she
needed to be settling down to her studies. Nevertheless, moving on to a separate senior
high school can also have benefits as the new environment can provide exciting
challenges. | became interested in mathematics around the age of 12, and by the time |
reached high-school age | needed a school that could provide me with specialist
teaching. In conclusion, | think the former system is better for most people, but the
latter is more suited to people, like myself, who have a specific vision of the education
they wish to acquire. (200 words)
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In the case of Japan where education is compulsory only up to the end of
junior high school, it makes perfect sense to have the two groups institutionally
separated. Armed with their meticulously-designed general or technical programs,
high schools prepare the great majority of college-bound students for tertiary education
and others for their vocational careers, while junior high schools bridge the academic
gap between the curricula of elementary schools and upper-secondary schools.
Apparently, low teens experiencing the onset of puberty should be taught apart from the
more independent and fully adolescent high teens. The discrepancy becomes most
obviousin PE. classes and after-school sports clubs, where most underclassmen will not
be able to vie with the upperclassmen and fully enjoy their activities as they are no
match for their physically superior seniors. Such an environment only adds to the
frustration among not only the student body but also the principals and teachers who
will have difficulty providing personalized instructions for the inquisitive and still-naive
teenagers with various needs. The six-year all-in-one model is hardly conducive to the
healthy development of the bodies and minds of the future of our society.
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