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A. In a health-oriented country like Japan, whezeltihy eating prevails throughout the nation and
no- or low-calorie drinks outsell sugar-sweeteneddoages, such a tax policy is unnecessary and
doomed to be unpopular. On the other hand, intddasl-loving country like the United States,
where sugary drinks are standard menu items atestand regularly stocked refreshments at
households, it may be tempting enough for the gowent to impose a tax on Coca-Cola, Pepsi and
the like with a view to discouraging unhealthy diahd offsetting the growing economic costs of
obesity and related health problems like diabd&Reglardless of the food culture, however, |1 do not
support this tax system, because it is essentalggressive tax which unfairly burdens the poor,
and focusing on sugar in isolation is misleadinglassity is also known to be influenced by energy
imbalance and non-dietary factors such as inatitestyle, family history, and environment.
Needless to say, the sensible non-addicted consurhéneir soft drink of choice should not be
punished in the same way as the indiscreet addlutsare bound to suffer from self-inflicted

consequences.

B. Obesity is on the rise everywhere, and an ekeessnount of sugar in our drinks is one cause of
this problem. As free citizens, we should not bigjestcted to a ban on sugary drinks, but it would be
helpful if governments could nudge us towards mgkiealthier choices, and imposing a tax on
sweet beverages would be an excellent way to dolthimany countries, taxes on cigarettes have
been influential in bringing down smoking ratesd antax on sugary drinks would probably have a
similar effect. In addition to making us healthigre tax would benefit the government by
contributing to its revenues. As for the compaiiied produce the sugary drinks, they would lose
out in the short run, but this should spur theraraate more nutritious drinks in the future. They
would have the opportunity to prove right the sgytimat “Necessity is the mother of invention.” To
sum up, imposing such a tax would lead to healimigulations, richer governments, and innovative

companies, so | would definitely support such aioac
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