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High-school students in the United States can reap great benefits by spending time volunteering at NPOs, NGOs,
and elsewhere. The students can learn something about how organizations operate and thereby get an introduction to
the world of work, since the structures of NPOs and NGOs resemble those of for-profit businesses in some ways. At
the same time, the students will become familiar with the notion of helping people in need. Moreover, 40 hours is
equivalent to around one week at school, so it is not too onerous a burden for U.S. students. I think high schools in
Japan should also make volunteering part of the curriculum, but with some adjustments to account for the differences
between the two nations. First, Japanese high school students tend to be under great pressure to perform well in
exams in order to enter a prestigious university. Under these circumstances, spending 40 hours on volunteer work
would be a difficult proposition. I would suggest postponing the requirement to do voluntary work until they enter
university, when the pressure tends to ease a little and the students might be more motivated to explore different areas
of their community. Moreover, the NPO and NGO scene appears to be less developed in Japan than in the United
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States, so it might be difficult for schools to place the students at these organizations in large numbers. Instead,
students in Japan could focus on taking part in community help programs, such as visiting elderly people.
Alternatively, each school or university could develop its own charitable program. In these ways, Japanese students

could also reap the benefits of volunteering within the structure of Japanese society.
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While participating in the activities of NGOs and NPOs appears to be a noble deed, forcing students to engage in
such operations should not be made mandatory for graduation. High school students are already on a very tight
schedule, and adding extra labor to their extensive workload would be overwhelming for many students. Balancing
club activities, school work, cram school, studying, and volunteering would be arduous even for those who excel in
self-management, and to force this upon minors seems extremely cruel. Instead of those 40 hours being put into
volunteer work, allocating that time for their own leisure or comfort would be a healthier way and for some, a more

productive way to spend time in high school.
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The graph illustrates mismanaged waste on a per-capita basis for six countries. The dotted line indicates that
countries produce greater amounts of plastic waste as incomes rise up to a certain point and then produce
progressively less waste as incomes rise further. On the right-hand side of the scale is a cluster of three high-income
countries—South Korea, Japan, and Sweden—that have relatively little mismanaged plastic waste. The reason why
the high-income countries pollute less would be the high level of environmental regulation that is part and parcel of
being a mature developed nation. The two African nations of Congo and Liberia appear towards the left-hand side of
the graph. These countries have low incomes. Congo and Liberia are among the least developed countries in the
world, and as such, their economies will be largely agrarian and their products rely little on plastic packaging.
Moreover, the citizens would not have the means to consume on a large scale. Among these six countries, Sri Lanka
is an outlier that generates by far the highest level of mismanaged plastic waste. Sri Lanka’s economic status at the
low end of middle income suggests that it is a developing country with a growing industrial base. History has shown
that environmental regulations always lag behind industrial development. Sri Lanka’s management of plastic waste

can be expected to improve as its economic development matures.
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The graph shows that in general, developed countries tend to have fewer amounts of mismanaged plastics
compared to developing countries. In particular, Congo and Liberia with income per capita between 6.0 and 7.0
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produce approximately -3 to -4 values of waste daily, while countries with higher income per capita countries like
South Korea, Japan, and Sweden all produce values between -5 and -7, with Sweden producing the least waste at
0.001 kg per day. One outlier in this graph is Sri Lanka, as it produces the most waste out of all countries despite
having a higher income per capita than Congo and Liberia. However, it still stands that countries with higher capita
per income will tend to have the least mismanaging of waste plastic. Possible explanations for this outcome can be
attributed to the availability of facilities that manage waste, as it can be said that the reason for the high
mismanagement of waste in developing countries is due to the fact that they do not have the financial capacity to treat

it.
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