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Being criminally responsible is all about understanding the consequences of your
actions. If a child of four in the U.S. finds the family gun and shoots someone, that child
clearly doesn’t know what is happening, and cannot be punished. However, as we grow
older, we become more aware. By the time children are fifteen, they know very well
what a gun can do, and if a youth of this age shoots someone, the state must take action.
Since the youth is still developing mentally and emotionally, a prison sentence is
inappropriate. He or she should be sent to a reform school, where education continues
but within strictly limited levels of freedom.

I think we should bring the age of criminal responsibility in line with the age at
which we are considered to be fully adult in other areas. Perhaps the age of 18, when we
leave high school and become independent by going on to university or into a job, and
when we can marry and fight for our country, would be suitable. An 18-year-old who
attacks someone is fully aware of what he or she is doing, and should be punished
accordingly.

The older we become, the more we grow set in our ways. When we are young, we
respond to guidance and education rather than punishment but once we are adults, we
may respond more to punishment than to schooling. However, when we send people to
prison, we should never throw away the key. I would set the age of criminal
responsibility around 18 to bring it in line with other laws that regard people as adults

while not forgetting to educate and rehabilitate every criminal, of whatever age.
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While careful examination of a number of factors must precede any legal
determination of the age of criminal responsibility, in the case of Japan, I believe the
current juvenile law strikes a good balance between the dual aims of defending infancy
and crime prevention. Amid the lowering trend in the age of young offenders and the
increasingly atrocious nature of juvenile crime, the Juveniles Act, which aims at the

protection of minors, was amended in 2000, when the "criminally punishable" age was
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lowered from 16 to 14. Fourteen years of age is when adolescents are in their last (or
second-to-last) year of compulsory education, by which time they are expected to have
learned how each member of society must take responsibility and deal with the
consequences by paying a price for their misdeeds. According to the Ministry of Justice,
the number of violent juvenile crimes has been reduced to a quarter of that in the
post-war years over the last few decades, which is good news not only for the proponents

of the status quo but also for all residents and visitors.
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